GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
were slain in one operation at Verden. This strange
and lamentable combination of religion and war,
this dissemination of the faith by means of the
sword, may be regarded as Charlemagne's peculiar
contribution to the spread of Christianity. He was
the first of the Crusaders, following all too faithfully
the example of Mohammed rather than the precepts
of Christ. The third of his conquests was, indeed,
won from the Mohammedans themselves: it was
the Spanish Mark (the region between the Pyrenees
and the River Ebro) which had fallen into the hands
of the infidel early in the eighth century. Not till
A.D. 812 was the conquest complete.
Charlemagne's most conspicuous aggressions, how-
ever, were directed against his non-Germanic neigh-
bours on his eastern frontiers.   He reduced and made
tributary, although he did not incorporate them in
his realm, the Avars of Pannonia (A.D. 788-796);
the Slavs between the Elbe and the Oder (A.D. 789);
the Czechs of Bohemia (A.D. 790);   the Slovenians
of Croatia  and  Dalmatia   (A.D.   800).    He  was,
indeed, incessantly at aggressive war.   His warriors
expected him to be so.    Every year, in the early
spring, he assembled his host, not to decide whether
or not to go to war, but merely to settle whom to
attack.    A campaign was a fixed  annual event;
sometimes two campaigns were squeezed into the
season, and altogether Charlemagne waged some
fifty wars.